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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT
Chair: J. Southworth 
Graduate Coordinator: C. Simmons

The Department of Geography offers the Master of Arts, Master of
Science, and Doctor of Philosophy degrees. Complete descriptions of
the minimum requirements for these degrees are provided in the General
Information section of this catalog.

The focus of the Department is in human-environment interactions, with
“environment” interpreted very broadly. The Department provides four
main areas of specialization for graduate research:

• economic and cultural geography;
• resource management and land use and land cover change;
• medical geography; and
• physical geography.

Economic and cultural geography concerns such topics as spatial
economic theory and; housing and care of the elderly. Resource
management and land-use and land-cover change focus on agricultural
change and resource conservation and development in the tropics
and subtropics, and rural and urban land use and land cover change in
tropical and temperate regions. Africa and Latin America are the primary
areas of regional emphasis outside of the U.S. Physical geography in
the Department concentrates on climatology, fluvial geomorphology,
and hydrology. Medical geography studies the geographic aspects
of human health including disease ecology and transmission and
healthcare issues. The Department’s extensive geographic information
system, remote sensing, and computer cartography teaching and
research facilities contribute to and support all of the areas of research.
Faculty from the Department are also major participants in the
Emerging Pathogens Institute, Florida Climate Institute, Land Use and
Environmental Change Institute (L.U.E.C.I.), and the Water Institute.
Prospective students should examine the research interests of the
Graduate Faculty to obtain a more detailed sense of the Department’s
specialties (see the departmental website: www.geog.ufl.edu (http://
www.geog.ufl.edu)).

To ensure the incorporation of relevant interdisciplinary perspectives in
each student’s program, the Department maintains close ties with other
departments in Liberal Arts and Sciences, and with programs in African
studies, Latin American studies, the School of Natural Resources and
Environment, the Institute on Aging, urban and regional planning, tropical
agriculture, tropical ecology, water resources, the Warrington College of
Business Administration, the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences,
College of Public Health and Health Professions, and the Hydrological
Sciences Academic Cluster. Certificates in certain of these fields may
be obtained in addition to graduate degrees in geography. Geography
administers the Graduate Certificate in Applied Atmospheric Sciences.

A graduate student should preferably have an undergraduate major in
geography, but applicants with degrees in one of the social or physical
sciences are accepted into the Department’s graduate program.
Deficiencies in undergraduate work in geography must be corrected
concurrently with registration in graduate level courses. All students
in the graduate program are required to take courses in contemporary
geographic thought and geographic research skills.

The Department offers a combination bachelor’s/master’s degree
program. Contact the graduate coordinator for information.

For more information, please visit https://geog.ufl.edu/.

Majors
• Geography (http://gradcatalog.ufl.edu/graduate/colleges-

departments/liberal-arts-sciences/geography/geography/)

Faculty

Professor
• Blackburn, Jason K.
• Matyas, Corene J.
• Mossa, Joann
• Ryan, Sadie Jane
• Simmons, Cynthia S.
• Southworth, Jane
• Walker, Robert T.

Associate Professor
• Child, Brian Anthony
• Hu, Yujie
• Mao, Liang
• Walther, Olivier Jean
• Wiig, Alan Grannis

Assistant Professor
• Ash, Kevin D.
• Engstrom, Johanna Cecilia
• Keellings, David James
• Mullens, Esther D.
• Norris, Michael H.
• Serafin, Katherine
• Wen, Yixin
• Wright, Willie
• Yang, Di

Other
• Sounny-Slitine, Moulay M.

Senior Lecturer
• Hamerlinck, Gabriela

Affiliated Faculty
• Noss, Andrew Jay 

Other
• Swisher, Marilyn E. 
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